A REPORT ON THE WANTON DESTRUCTION VISITED ON AL-IMAN SCHOOL JOS, PLATEAU STATE, NIGERIA.
Brief Background

Al-Iman School is situated at no. 3 Dogon Dutse, Jos. The School was established in the year 1983. It is a combination of Nursery, primary and secondary. Not withstanding its Islamic orientation, Al-Iman is composed of virtually all the ethnic groups in Nigeria and beyond the shores of Nigeria. It also maintains a cordial relationship with its neighbours; Muslims and non-Muslims alike. In fact, its relationship with relevant educational authorities can best be described as no-love-lost. Al-Iman has been co-operative and loyal to the authorities, it has never been found wanting. Possibly, this is attributable to the huge success it records every year in both WAEC and NECO examinations.

Worthy of mention here, is the fact that Al-Iman School is non-partisan, thereby making it neutral to any political affiliations.

The Destruction of Al-Iman School 

The Plateau State Government had announced and declared Thursday, the 27th of November as public holiday. In obedience to that declaration, the school had to write to the parents of the pupils/ students asking them to return them (the pupils and the students) on the 28th November 2008 for the continuation of academic activities. That singular act further vindicates us as having no knowledge of what was to happen on the fateful Friday. It also shows that we are only concerned with our academic work and not partisan.
Unfortunately, that fateful Friday, when parents were getting their children ready for school, some hoodlums were unleashing hoodoo on Al-Iman School. They came, eyewitnesses have it, in their hundreds, destroying and burning whatever their mischievous eyes could see; whatever their impish hands could touch. Any one who, hitherto, knew Al-Iman School is bound to shed tears when they see its state at the moment. A colossal and gargantuan damage has been visited on the once beautiful scenery and edifices. Everything has been reduced to mere ashes. The damage is unquantifiable.
Summation of the losses
All edifices have been destroyed to ashes save for three blocks of classroom that have been bastardly vandalized.

1. The Director's office with all the records, furniture; hundreds of invaluable books and facilities was burnt to ashes.

2. The Secretary's office: piece of furniture dozens of video tapes; dozens of audio cassette; files and records.  

3. The Principal's Office: Records, furniture and facilities: computers; printer; intercom machine; fax machine; files; dozens of CDs; dozens of video tapes; dozens of audio tapes; hundreds of books all burnt to ashes. 
4.  The Vice principal Administration's office: A brand new photocopier; 2 computers; one printer; a set of executive chairs; 2 cupboards; invaluable books and records all destroyed.

5. The Vice Principal Academic/ Exam Officer's Office; Register of admission, progressive and withdrawals; the originals of WAEC Results from 1994 -2007 (master list and individual copies); NECO results from 2000 – 2007 originals (master list and students individual copies; WAEC original Certificates 1994 -2006; NECO original Certificates 2000 - 2001; JSCE result 1989 - 2008; SSCE Testimonials; JSCE Testimonials; School syllabus; Student's files; Statistics of WAEC results 1994- 2007; statistics of NECO results 2000 -2007;WAEC and NECO exam fees for the year 2009 N100,000.00(one hundred thousand Naira); invaluable books; four type-writers; N5,000.00 (five thousand Naira) cash for forms; N15;000.00 (fifteen thousand Naira) for books supplied by university press; N5000,00 (five thousand Naira) for School fees; N40,000.00 (forty thousand Naira) personal cash; 2 video cameras.
6. Computer Laboratory; internet v-sat; computer internet switch, 24 ports; 21 Computers, Pentium IV; 13 computers, Pentium III; 2 laser Jet printers 2015 series; 2 laser Jet printers 1320 series; 2 Desk Jet printer; a Scanner; 1 in focus projector; 1 video camera; dozens of educative-soft wares; dozens of installation-softwares; dozens of writable and re-writable CDs; dozens of re-writable DVD; 30 tables; 40 chairs; 25 UPS; 25 computer speakers; and a Yamaha generator;

7. Library: hundreds of invaluable books.

8. Accountant's Office: about 80,000.00 (eighty thousand Naira) cash for School fees; 42,000.00 cash from the sale of School cardigan; 50,000.00 (fifty thousand Naira) imprest;  65 unsold School cardigan; 2 Pentium IV computers; 1 Pentium II computer; 1 laser jet printer 1320 series; financial records & financial reports 2001 to date; financial analysis books; students payment books; staff salary files from 1999 to date; expenses files including NEPA bills, Water rates; and Telephone bills; PAYE (pay as you earn) files; Trust Fund file; staff debtor files; statement of account; records of tenancy; Yashica camera; and cheque books. All the above mentioned items are completely destroyed.
9. The Headmaster/ Assistant Headmaster's Office: primary leaving School certificates; admission and progressive registers; hundreds of invaluable books, records of work; furniture and credentials of the assistant headmaster (Mallam Rabi'u Ibrahim Yusuf).

10. Office of the Representative of the principal college: original SISCE Certificates; original SISCE statements of results; original SISCE master list of results; and items of furniture; video player; dozens of audio cassettes; dozens of video tapes; hundreds of invaluable books
11. Office of the deputy representative college: records of works; invaluable books; 1 computer; and items of furniture.

12. Co-coordinator of Diploma program's Office: records, piece of furniture, 1 computer; and invaluable books.
13. Staffroom and staffroom annex: furniture; records; invaluable books; and sports facilities.

14. Female Staffroom: items of furniture; records and communication gadgets.

15. Home economics' Kitchen: state of the art cooking utensils and gadgets.
16. Nursery section: the entire building of the nursery section completely destroyed; books worth over four hundred thousand Naira and items of furniture.

17. Six classrooms in the female section were destroyed beyond recognition.
18. Mosque: the entire structure of the School's Mosque has been completely destroyed.

19. The new School Shop has been destroyed.

20. All the louvers of the buildings that have narrowly escaped their destruction have been destroyed.  

21. Store: two photocopiers and cartons of stationary.

All the above mentioned items have been completely destroyed.               
Approximately, the damage visited on Al-Iman School, Jos is in the region of N96, 000,000.00 (ninety six million Naira)  
Conclusion

The pertinent questions remain: what informed the simultaneous destruction of Al-Iman School and its kind? Was Al-Iman School the collation centre? It is against this backdrop that one can say that the attack has been orchestrated and not precipitated by the rigmarole and brouhaha at the "collation centre".

Al-Iman School has been a peace-loving and law-abiding community and will continue to be so.

However, the focus at the moment is re-building the School and attending even higher goals. In addition we shall not relent in our efforts at producing good citizens for this country and the word in general 
We do hope the Federal Government will weigh our plight judiciously.

Ultimately, we take solace in our creator, Allah. 

